
A DOG BARKING

THE SCHOOL BELL RINGING

LEAVES MOVING IN THE WIND

A BABY CRYING

MUSIC PLAYING

THE AUDITORY SYSTEM IS WHAT
ALLOWS US TO HEAR & PROCESS: 

all about 

the auditory system

FILTERS OUT UNNECESSARY BACKGROUND NOISE AND HELPS
US FEEL COMFORTABLE WITH SOUNDS IN DAY-TO-DAY LIFE.

WHEN IT’S FUNCTIONING SMOOTHLY, IT...

WHAT IS THE AUDITORY SYSTEM?
THE SYSTEM THAT PROCESSES AND INTERPRETS HOW WE

HEAR SOUNDS IN OUR ENVIRONMENT



this might look like:
Speaking loudly or shouts (difficulty with voice modulation) 

Requesting loud music  

Making their own noises when alone or in a quiet environment (humming, talking, singing, tapping) 

Requesting background noises like fans, white noise machines, music 

not always responding to important sounds like the school bell ringing, an alarm, or a parent calling

their name  

AUDITORY
SENSITIVITIES

When a child has difficulty tolerating auditory information 
they may have...  

this might look like:
Difficulty with the sounds of flushing toilets, vacuums, blenders, fans and hand dryers 

Frequent ear covering  

Habitually complaining typical conversation levels are, “too loud” 

Requests to turn down music or ask others around them talk quietly or “be quiet” 

Distracted by typical background noises  

how some brains & bodies
respond to auditory input

AUDITORY SEEKING

A child may seek auditory information more than others. This may
mean they are...

“auditory under-responsive”

“auditory 

hyper-

responsive”


